SUMMARY We studied 220 patients (138 men and 82 women) with uncomplicated gonorrhoea who were entered into a randomised double blind trial and treated with either Augmentin (amoxycillin 3 g and potassium clavulanate 125 mg) or amoxycillin 3 g, with probenecid 1 g by mouth in all cases. Seven (6 50o) of 108 patients treated with Augmentin were still culture positive after treatment, compared with 15 (13 * 4%) of 112 of those treated with amoxycillin. Penicillinase (p lactamase) producing strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) were found in 23 (10 5%o)
Introduction
In 1983 a total of 1223 cases of gonorrhoea caused by penicillinase (J lactamase) producing strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) were 
Results
Of 383 patients entered into the trial, 163 had to be excluded (147 because they did not attend for follow up, five because their cultures were negative, four because other antibiotics were given during follow up, six did not have specimens taken for confirmatory culture immediately before treatment, and one patient yielded Nmeningitidis). Of the remaining 220 patients, 138 were men; of these 57 (41 o) had acquired their infection from homosexual contacts. One patient with pharyngeal gonorrhoea could not be evaluated because he defaulted. Table I shows the results of treatment. There were 22 treatment failures, seven in patients who had received Augmentin and 15 in patients who had taken amoxycillin. Rectal infection in brackets.
denied having sexual intercourse after treatment, one heterosexual man was infected with a PPNG strain for which the MIC of Augmentin was 1 mg/l, and three were homosexuals. The homosexually acquired strains, of which two were urethral (MICs 0-25 and 1 mg/l) and one was rectal (MIC not available), were all non-PPNG. The amoxycillin treatment failures resulted either from infection with a PPNG strain or from reinfection.
A total of 23 patients (10 5%o) had infections with PPNG strains, of which 13 (57%) had been acquired from an indigenous source. Ten of these patients received Augmentin and the other 13 received amoxycillin. Table III 
